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AREA MAN INDICTED FOR ROLE IN THREAT ON FEDERAL BUILDING

Man claimed former girlfriend was planning to bomb immigration office

FRESNO, Calif. — A Salvadoran national indicted for contacting U.S. Immigration and Customs

Enforcement (ICE) and claiming that his former girlfriend was going to drive a car bomb into the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) office made his initial appearance in federal
court here this morning.

On August 16, ICE agents received an anonymous call from a man later identified as Hugo Vasquez-
Cruz, 45. Vazquez told agents that a woman named Asusena Kalah was upset with immigration and
planned to drive a car bomb into the local U.S. CIS office. ICE agents immediately went to the
woman’s residence and determined that the call was the result of an ongoing pattern of harassment
and violence by Vasquez toward his former girlfriend, and that no threat existed. Kalah had
previously obtained criminal and civil restraining orders against Vasquez, who was released from
jail August 8 for stalking her.

Using surveillance video, ICE agents determined that Vasquez made the threatening phone call from
a pay phone at a Fresno-area poultry processing plant where he had been previously employed. A
supervisor at the plant confirmed that Vasquez had been at her office the day the call was made.

A few days later, the Fresno Police notified ICE that Vasquez was at their Mariposa Street building
attempting to file a complaint against Kalah for trying to contact him. After Vasquez confessed to
making up the phony bomb threat, he was taken into custody by the police on a probation violation.

“This man has reported a false threat for his own malicious motives,” said Scott Brown, resident
agent-in-charge for ICE investigations in Fresno. “In this instance, the threat was fabricated, but we
will not take chances when it comes to the safety of those who use and work at our federal
buildings.”

Vasquez is charged with using a telephone, an instrument of interstate or foreign commerce, to
convey false information to intimidate an individual or unlawfully damage or destroy a building by
means of explosion.
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